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During the year 1898 astronomers at 
their telescopes saw an  astounding 
sight. As Mars approached opposition,   
the wires of the  astronomical exchange 
came alive with the amazing story of a 
huge outbreak of brilliant gas, chiefly 
hydrogen, upon the planet. One 
astronomer compared it to a colossal 
puff of flame suddenly and violently 
squirting out of the planet, "just like 
flaming gases rushing out of a gun."

No one would have believed in the last 
years of the nineteenth century that this 
world was being watched keenly by 
intelligences greater than man's. As men 
busied themselves about their various 
concerns they were being studied, perhaps 
as one with a microscope might 
scrutinize the creatures that swarm and 
multiply in a drop of water. No one gave a 
thought to the older worlds of space as 
sources of human danger, yet across the 
gulf of space, intellects vast and cool 
and unsympathetic, regarded this earth 
with envious eyes, and slowly and surely 
drew their plans against us.

I might never have heard 
of the eruption at all had 
I not met Ogilvy, the 
well-known astronomer. 
He was immensely excited 
at the news, and invited 
me\to come up that night 
to the observatory and 
take turns with him  in 
looking at the red planet 
through the big telescope.
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